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The practice of "Western Democracy" is equally disappoint-
ing. Insisting oa the continuation of that practice, Socialism
does not inspire coi&dence of success. It may succeed in
Britain. But the tradition and the prevailing conditions of other
countries do not hold out much hope. Consequently, dictatorial
Communist practice still has a great appeal there. That is the
cause of the Anglo-Soviet tension, which may precipitate
another war. Democracy and dictatorship are fighting for the
future of Europe, and for the moment it looks like a losing
battle for democracy.
To turn the tide, democracy must reorientate itself. It must
revert to the humanist tradition of Liberalism, It must 'not be
limited by the counting of heads, particularly, when the heads
have not the opportunity to raise themselves with sovereign
dignity. In India, for instance, by conventionally pursuing the
formal parliamentary democratic practice, the British Labour
Government is only helping the establishment of a minority
rule which will almost certainly degenerate into a fascist
dictatorship.
Formal parliamentarism must be replaced by actual demo-
cratic practice. The character of a party must be judged not
by its ability to catch votes, but by the merit of its proclaimed
principles and published programme. The people should be
asked to vote not for professions and promises, but to judge the
record of a government. Democratic practice which is no more
than mere counting of heads is, in. the last analysis, also a
homage to the collective ego. It allows scope neither for the
individual, nor for intelligence. Under the formal democratic
system, unscrupulous demagogues can always come to the top.
Intelligence, Integrity, wisdom, moral excellence, as a rule,
count for nothing. Yet, unless the purifying influence of these
human values is brought to bear upon the political organisation
of society, the democratic view of life cannot be realised.
The contemporary world is not poor in men and women
incorporating those values of the humanist tradition. But
disdaining demagogy, they can never come to the helm of
public affairs. On the other hand, a dictatorial regime, even if
established as the means to a laudable end, discourages the'-rise
of that type. Thus, between formal democracy and dictator-